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** Nothing extenuate, nor set down aught in malice.’’—-Oruetro, 
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No. 2160 Wednesday, Nov. 12, 1828. Price 1d. 


~~ “Phe Play’s the thing !”—Ask for Thomas's Observer. 


Covent Garden Theatre. 
Tue Opera of The Seraglio, with the Farce of The £100 Note, 
were played to a good house, The whole went off with great applause. 


Dane Theatre. 
Mr. Branam, last night, appeared. for the first time this season, 
as Henry Bertram, in the Opera of GuyMannering ; he was of course 
warmly welcomed, aud, we are happy to say, that his voice does not 
appear since last season to have lost one particle of its unrivalled ex- 
cellence. Miss Russell, the new singer, undertook the character of 
Lucy Bertram; a more inefficient representative, both as regards the 
acting and singing, could hardly have been found ; it was a complete 
failure. Miss Love was an excellent Julia Mannering ; but she, Bra- 
bam, and Miss Russell, introduced so many extraneous songs, that the 
original music of the Upera was completely overwhelmed. After the 
Opera, a new Farce, (socalled) was produced ; itis from the pen of 
Mr. Lunn, and entitled Rhyme and Reason. It is well said that “a 
little learning is a dangerous thing,” and so is a little memory, for we 
recollect all the principal incidents of this Faree having been produced 
before ; but where, when, or under what title, we cannot for our souls 
remember: we have, however, an indistinct recollection of its being 
deve and damned, but as this was not absolutely the case last night, 
we will, as in duty bound, proceed to give some idea of the plot :— 
Mr. Helicon Heeltap, (Mr. W. Farren) isa retired shoemaker, who 
having occasionally furnished a neighbouring tobacconist with rebusses 
and enigmas,‘to print upen his wrapping papers, conceives himself a 
genius, aud is anxious to be elected a member of a “ litery’’ society, as 
he calls it, in his vicinity. At the moment he is considering how to ae- 
complish this, his friend, Sir Simon Smatterall, (Liston,) arrives on 
avisitto him. Sir Simon fancies himself au fait at every thing, and 
as he constantly says, is ready “to back himself against any man in 
England,” for any job he sees going forward ; accordingly he tries his 
hand at mowing, breaks the scythe, and cuts his shin ;—winds up a 
clock, and breaks the main-spring ;—sets his dog on a stag just turned 
out fora day’s hunting; and lames it;—tries a lock of a gun, and 
shoots through a mirror—with a dozen other mistakes of the same 
kind. Sir Simon and Mr. Heeltap, proceed on their canvass for the 
latter’s election of member of the literary society ; their first visit is 
to Mr. Chucklebard, (W. Bennett) who finds out Mr, Heeltap’s want 
of brains, after some rather clever equivoque betwixt them, Heeltap 
supposing Chucklebard is talking of his former profession, shoe-mak- 
ing, and the other imagining he is conversing on Heeltap’s poetical ge- 
nius. ™ 
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They then proceed to the house of Alderman Grublore, (Gattie) who 
is learned only in the science of gastronomy; with him, a turkey and 
a few bottles of burgandy are proofs of Heeltap’s qualifications, and 
he promises him his support. Myr. Marcourt, (Mr. Lee) is, however, 
elected, the said Mr. Marconrt being the lover of Heeltap’s danghter 
Harriet, (Miss Curtis) whom her father has destined for Sic. Simon ; 
he, however,with his usual faculty for playing Marplot, unintentionally 
paves the way for her union with Marconrt,to which Heeltap at length 
consents, and so ends the farce of Rhyme and Reason, which was 
heard patiently to the end, and announced for repetition amid applause 
and hisses, so equally divided, that we do not feel confident to state 
which party had it. All the performers exerted themselves very me- 
ritoriously ; the entire burden rests, however, on Liston and Farren, 
principally the former. ‘There are droll incidents and situations in the 
Farce, but it is highly improbable, and not well sastained ; it can only 
live a limited period, and cannot benefit the Theatre. The house was 
well attended, but the fog was'so dense as hardly to allow a sight of 
the stage. 





To the Editor of The Theatrical Observer. 

Dear Mr. Eviror—Just wish to say a word—beg pardon, hope IT don’t in- 
trude—but will you excuse me—I have to'mention, that I’ve arranged so as to 
rub s\oulders with my friends, and the fashionable world, at one or other of the 
Grand Lounges about town. 

Monday—lI shall be found seated at the Diorama, in the Regent’s Park, 
anxiously admiring the two new Views, the charming Village of Unterseen, 
and ihe Cloisters of St.Wandrille—quite bewitching! About two,'I pop in to 
see Mr. Burford’s Marine Panorama of the Battle of Navarino, Strand—aw- 
fully grand—the din of war and conflagration is trily alarming—Britons bul- 
wark—love our navy. On my return, I view his Exhibitions of Rio Janeiro 
the City of St. Sebastian, Genoa, &c. Leicester Square. 

On Tuesday, I wander through the various !'epartments of that popular and 
attractive Lounge, the Royal Bazaar, 73, Oxford Street, and view The British 
Diorama, The Descent from the Cross, and the French Child, with the siegulal 
inscription of ‘ Napoleon, Empereur.’ in its eyes. 

Wednesday, I stroll into Surrey, but stop to admire The Revolving Dioramic 
Panorama, at the Ro'unda, Blackfriars Road—Eleven successive Views of 
The Greek War—I retire highly gratified with the performance: 

On Thursday, [step into Mr. J. J. Vallotton’s, French Bazaar, 1, Old Caven- 
dish Street, to see his New Invented Gold, which is Manufactured into every 
Fashionab!e Article—,surpasses every thing that has been invented in this Coune 
try for Elegance and Durability—always remember Mrs. Pry in my purchases— 
charming woman! 

Op Friday, I shall look ia on Mr. Finn, in Regent Street, at his Fanc 
Glass-working /xhibition—an ingenious pretty Workshop. Afterwards, q 
drop in to examine Miss Linmwood’s eurious Needle-Work, in Leicester Square. 

uu Saturday, after dinver, Mrs. Pry amuses me with neighbouring tattle, 
while we sip charming Port or Sherry, had from the cheap London and West 
minster Wine and Spirit Company, Strand. 

Most Evenings I tear myself away from the sgciety of my charming spouse, 
to indulge in the most delicious Cigars and Coffee in London, at that select and 
convenient Lounge for Theatre-goers, and Gentlemen of leisure, the Cigar 
Divan, King Street, Covent Garden.—bdut Lintrude, beg pardon. 

Your’s, PAUL Pry, 

P. S. I met Sidney Waller, the successful author of ‘ Love from the Heart,’ 
which delighted all hearts at the Manchester Fes'ival—shewed me a full lenyth 
portrait of the fascinating Love, as Don Giovanni—good tikeness—subscribed 
for a copy—presented me with Love’s last new song, ‘ The Lightest Bower’— 
charming melody. 














Theatre Royal, Drury Lane. 


This Evening, the Play of 


THE STRANGER. 


The Stranger, Mr YOUNG, 
Count Wintersen, Mr MUDE, Peter, Mr HARLEY, 
Baron Steinfort, Mr COOPER, 
Solomon: .........0.... Mr W. FARREN, 
Francis, Mr BROWNE, 
Tobias, Mr YOUNGE, Servant, Mr HONNER. 
Mrs Haller, Miss PHILLIPS - 





Countess Wintersen............Mrs FAUCIT, 
Charlotte, Mrs ORGER, 
Savoyards....... Miss A. TREE and Miss GRANT, 


The Gouut’s Son, Master FENTON, 
Stranger’s Children, Miss LANE & Miss FENTON. 





After which, (10th time,) a petite Comedy, entited 


The Youthful Queen, 


Christine of Sweden. 


Count de Oxenteirn........ Mr W. FARREN, 
Steinberg, Mr JONES, 
Frederick Bury............ Mr COOPER. 


Christine, Miss E. TREE, Emma, Miss CURTIS. 





To conclude with the Farce of 


THE SCAPE-GOAT. 
Ignatius Polyglot, Mr W. FARREN, 
Eustace, Mr W. BENNETT, Charles, Mr LEE, 
Robin, Mr WEBSTER. 

Harriet, Miss CURTIS, Molly Maggs, Mrs ORGER, 


To-morrow, The Lord of the Manor, ‘&e. 








“Printed and Published by KE. Thomas, Denmark Court, Exeter-change, Strand. 
All Commanications must be post paid.—Printing in General. 





(= The Observer is delivered daily at the Residences of Subscribers at 2s. 
per Month, 
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Theatre Royal, Covent Garden. 
This Evening, the Comedy of 


The Witfe’s Stratagem 


Wilding, Mr WARDE, 

Volatile, Mr WRENCH,  Acreless, Mr FULLER, 
Old Barnacle, Mr BLANCHARD, 
Littlestock, Mr HORREBOW, Sellaway,MrMEARS, 
Bob Barnacle, Mr KEELEY. 

Mrs Wilding............Mrs CHATTERLEY, 
Arabella, Madame VESTRIS, 

Who will introduce “ He’s a charming Fellow.” 











After which, the Comedy of 


Charles the Second. 


King Charles, Mr C. KEMBLE, 
Lord Rochester. . «+. 0 «0» ess 00+. Mr WRENCH, 


Captain Copp, Mr FAWCETT, 
Edward, (the King’s Page) Mr DURUSET, 
Lady Clara, Mrs J. HUGHES, 
Mary...... (Copp’s Niece)...... Miss GOWARD. 





To conclade with, (40th time) the Farce of 


The Invincibles. 


The Overture & Music composed and selected by A. Lee. 
General Verdun, Mr FAWCETT, 
Chevalier Dorval, Mr EVANS, O’Slash, MrPQWER, 
Captain Florvil, Mr WOOD, 

Brusque, Mr BARTLEY, Tactique, Mr MEADOWS, 
Frivole, Mr HORREBOW, Porter, Mr ISAACS, 
Victoire, Madame VESTRIS, 

Juliette, Miss CAWSE, Sophie, Miss J. SCOTT, 
Therese, Miss EGAN, Emilie, Miss REED, 
Elise, Miss GRIFFITHS, Desire, Mrs ‘BROWN. 





To-morrow, Othello, The Irish Tutor, and Rosini 








